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Figure 4: X-ray overview of GRO J1655-40 during its 1996-1997 outburst. The
ASM light curve is shown in panel a. All other data are derived from RXTE
pointed observations binned in 62 intervals. The symbol color and type denote
the X-ray stat: thermal (red x), steep power law (SPL) (green triangle), hard
(blue square), and any intermediate type (black circle). This outburst shows
simple patterns of evolution that favor the thermal and SPL states.

(Figure 6). The hysteresis in transitions to and from the hard state are especially
evident in the HID (panel d; see also Maccarone & Coppi 2003). The overview





